
“Oregon’s History of White Supremacy”

Tuesday, February 14, 2023

In-Person Forum
In-person: McMenamins Kennedy School

5736 NE 33rd Ave, Portland, OR 97211

Registration Link:
https://racetalkspdx.com/event/oregon-history-of-white-supremacy/

Course credit: 2.0 credits
Course name: Access to Justice / 2.0 hours

Recommended Reading: The Making of American Whiteness: The Formation of
Race in Seventeenth- Century Virginia

Cost:
CLE Registrants $80
OC-NBA members - Free with membership

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

RACE TALKS and the Oregon Chapter of the National Bar Association are excited to
co-organize and present the February 14th forum to discuss Oregon’s legacy of white
supremacy and its impact on Black Oregonians.

Each panelist brings a unique element to our American Black History conversation. To
be clear, Black History is American history and it occurs 365 days a week. Most people
are not aware of the origins of Black History Month, nor who is Carter G. Woodson, so
please do a google search on both of these subjects prior to attending our forum.

https://racetalkspdx.com/event/oregon-history-of-white-supremacy/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-making-of-american-whiteness-carmen-thompson/1142099341
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-making-of-american-whiteness-carmen-thompson/1142099341


Our panel will begin with Dr. Carmen Thompson, who is a scholar, historian, and author
of the book, The Making of American Whiteness: The Formation of Race in
Seventeenth- Century Virginia; she he was recently cited by the Oregon Supreme
Court (follow this link and find her citation on page 642 in the footnotes.) Given the
Black exclusionary laws and whites-only origins of Oregon, this will be a sobering
reminder for anyone who believes or is unaware of Oregon’s violent, racist history.

Next, Intisar Abioto, a celebrated Black artist and archivist, will share her research about
Beatrice Morrow Cannady, the first Black woman to graduate from an Oregon Law
School (Northwestern Law now called Lewis and Clark Law). Ms Cannady was also an
NAACP President and founding editor of the Black owned paper, The Advocate. Many
of the issues she was covering in the early 1900s in Oregon remain at issue for Black
people today. Bringing this story into present day, Ms. Abioto will share how she and her
family were unsuccessful in their attempt to purchase and preserve the Cannady house;
which ties to the long history of eminent domain and white supremacy in the form of
bank loans as the main contributor to the severing and loss of culture and generational
wealth in the Black community.

Finally, Kolby Ross, a Portland native who was a recent victim of targeted white
supremacist violence will share his story and the challenges he has faced in getting our
local District Attorney to file charges against a known affiliated white supremacist, who
still remains free. His story brings Oregon’s violent and racist history into the present
day, along with the acknowledgement that the recent ballot initiative to remove slavery
from our state constitution was barely accomplished, Black people in Oregon continue
to struggle and fight against white supremacy.

AGENDA:

6:00 PM - Panelists Check-in/ Doors open at McMenamins Kennedy School
6:45 PM - Newcomers Welcome
7:00 PM - Program Begins - Announcements and Panelist Introductions
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM - Moderated Panel Discussion
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM - Facilitated Breakout Discussions
9:00 PM - Evaluation & Closing Announcements
9:15 PM - Program ends/ Facilitators debrief (panelists welcome to participate)
*Pacific Standard Time

https://climb.pcc.edu/blog/meet-your-instructor-dr-carmen-thompson
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-making-of-american-whiteness-carmen-thompson/1142099341
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-making-of-american-whiteness-carmen-thompson/1142099341
https://racetalkspdx.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Oregon-Supreme-Court.pdf
https://www.intisarabioto.com/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/cannady_beatrice_morrow/#.Y87cvuLMLG8
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/cannady_beatrice_morrow/#.Y87cvuLMLG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-ECJ6mvBP8




PANELISTS

Dr. Carmen Thompson

Intisar Abioto

Kolby Ross


